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Castles & Dragons   

 

Mathematical Development  

In maths, children will start off by looking at place value and will develop their knowledge of numbers up to 100. They 

will be able to represent the numbers in a variety of different ways including pictorial representations. They will learn to 

partition numbers in different ways, compare numbers using more than, less than and equal to symbols, as well as 

finding one/ten more or one/ten less than a given number. We will look at mastery problems and challenges in order to 

extend our reasoning and problem solving skills.  In addition to this, we will continue to practise operations (add, 

subtract, multiply and divide) and begin to enjoy challenging ourselves with the Times Table Rock Stars computer 

program and 3-minute challenges. 

Art /Design Technology / Music 

In art the children will be analysing the work of 

Paul Klee, the famous artist. Children will draw 

inspiration from his artwork and use his ideas, 

along with their own adaptations to create a 

picture of a castle using shapes.  

In DT we will be designing and making our own 

drawbridge. We will learn all about different 

levers and use our growing knowledge of 

materials to make a drawbridge. We will then 

evaluate our product, identifying it strengths and 

possible areas for development in the future.  

History and geography 

In history, children will investigate the changes 

in castles over time and sequence their findings 

on a timeline. They will learn about the 

different parts / job roles in a castle and 

compare life in a castle to their own personal 

experiences. Children will also look at the life of 

William the Conqueror and what the impact of 

his journey, from France to England, had upon 

the world.  

In geography, children will be using maps to 

locate different castles within the UK. They will 

be able to describe the locations using 

geographical language and use this to justify 

why castles were built in specific locations. 

Children will also be about to locate the four 

countries in the UK and develop their mapping 

skills to plan a route on a map.   

 

 

Science 

In science, children will learn about all plants. 

They will develop an understanding of how seeds 

and bulbs grow into mature plants. They will also 

find out and describe how plants need water, 

light and a suitable temperature to grow and 

stay healthy.  

 

Astrea Promise and educational visits: 

As part of the Astrea Promise, Year 2 will be learning sign language to help them attain their bronze award. We will plan 

additional activities across the year and we will inform parents of this as we do so.  

Children will have the opportunity to go on an educational visit to Conisbrough Castle to extend their learning.  

 

Home learning 

Homework will be sent out every Tuesday and must be returned to school the following Monday. Homework will be a 

variety of activities relating to our topic work, writing and mathematics. Children are expected to read at home at least 

four times a week. Reading logs must be in school every day. Children will also have spellings to practise for their weekly 

spelling test.  

Speaking and Listening / Grammar / Reading 

and Writing 

In writing, we will be using Talk for Writing 

strategies to study and change a variety of texts 

before children independently write their own 

version. We will be looking at traditional tales, 

focusing on books that have a castle setting. In 

non-fiction, we will be studying language 

features and fact files. We will be practising 

handwriting three times a week as well as 

having weekly spellings to consolidate our 

learning.   

In reading, we will be studying traditional tales 

and reading a range of these to understand the 

use of story language. Every week we will learn 

new vocabulary to help us understand the 

meaning of words. 

 

 

RE & PE 

In RE children will be learning all about 

Christianity. They will look at the act of kindness 

and talk about how Christians try to follow Jesus’ 

examples of kindness.  

In outdoor PE children will develop their 

throwing and catching skills. In indoor PE, 

children will develop their gymnastics skills and 

develop an awareness of space and apparatus. 


